
Saving all of our healthy and treatable 
shelter dogs and cats by 2015 is more 

than possible - we're almost there!

No-Kill Progress
Maddie's Fund® is confident that we can reach the goal of a no-kill nation in less 

than ten years, and countless indicators strongly support that claim.

From New York City to Alachua County, Florida, Maddie's® Community Collaborative 

Projects are demonstrating successful no-kill community-building in diverse 

geographic, demographic and socio-economic regions.

Starting with a three year grant to the University of California at Davis in 2001, 

Maddie's® Shelter Medicine Programs have sparked shelter medicine curricula in 24 

of the 28 veterinary schools nationwide. University programs are creating a talented 

pool of veterinarians with specialized knowledge and skills to keep shelter pets 

healthy and treat those pets who are sick and injured, thereby allowing more cats 

and dogs to be adopted by loving new homes.

More and more animal welfare resources are coming into play. Funding from 

foundations has increased from less than three million in annual giving in 1996 to 

more than $30 million in 2008, and it's projected to climb to $130 million by 2016.

The United States population is growing, and more people are adopting pets. In 

1996, there were 130 million pets in homes. Today, there are more than 165 million 

pets in homes, and by 2016 there will likely be over 200 million pets in homes. We 

Maddie’s Fund is a California based organization established in 1999 
to help fund the creation of a no-kill nation.  It has made awards of 
$71.6 million to save dog and cat lives.  It does not make 
grants to jurisdictions which have MSN of owned dogs.
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can save all of the healthy and treatable shelter pets if we adopt out 3 million more 

each year, an attainable feat in light of the growing number of available pet homes.

Public attitudes are changing, and grassroots movements demanding change are 

springing up from Seattle, WA to Charlottesville, VA. Today, the vast majority of pet 

dogs and cats are considered family members1, provided with the love, attention 

and medical care formerly reserved for the humans in our family. Folks who see 

their pets as family are not willing to let them needlessly languish or die in animal 

shelters.

And finally: Working with The Advertising Council, Maddie's Fund and the Humane 

Society of the United States will launch a shelter pet adoption advertising campaign 

in 2009. "This three year national public service campaign has the potential to save 

all of our nation's healthy and treatable shelter dogs and cats and change the 

course of events in the cause of animal welfare," according to Maddie's Fund 

President, Rich Avanzino.

1American Animal Hospital Association, 1995 Pet Owner Survey
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